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THE GREGG SCHOLARSHIPS OF THE INDIANAPOLIS 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 



LYDIA R. BLAICH 
Supervising Principal in the Indianapolis Schools 



The public-school system of Indianapolis has a scholarship 
fund, whose income is devoted to advanced professional training of 
a limited number of teachers each year. The conditions under 
which the scholarships are conferred are as follows: 

Only teachers who have had at least three years of successful 
experience in the public schools of Indianapolis are entitled to 
such scholarships, and no person is entitled to more than one in 
any one year nor more than two in successive years. 

Teachers who receive and accept the Gregg Scholarships enter 
into a contract provided by the Board of School Commissioners in 
order that the Indianapolis public schools may receive the benefit 
of the special training given. Beneficiaries must return to 
Indianapolis and teach in the public schools for a specified number 
of years agreed upon (from one to five years in proportion to the 
size of the scholarship). They are not entitled to any advantage as 
to position or salary, but are in all things subject to the rules of 
the board for their appointments and salaries when they return. 

The special committee by whom the scholarship recipients are 
selected consists of the President of the School Board, the Trustee 
of the Gregg Fund, the Superintendent of Schools, the Assistant 
Superintendents, and the Principal of the Normal Training School. 
It is known as the Gregg Bequest Committee. In addition to 
selecting the teachers who are to receive the scholarships, it desig- 
nates the school or institution in which such persons are to study. 

The names of such teachers are placed upon the list of teachers 
regularly appointed at the annual meeting for the appointment of 
teachers. They are assigned to work under the Gregg Scholarship 
contract, which means that during their absence for study they are 
absolutely in the employment of the board. 
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The first scholarships were granted in 1894. Since that time 
about 200 have been given. The sums have varied from $25 to 
$1,000. They range from a three or six weeks' summer term in a 
university or school of education to five months during the regular 
school year. Three teachers have each been given a year's scholar- 
ship. Two of these studied in foreign educational institutions in 
Germany, namely at the Froebel-Pestalozzi School in Berlin and 
the University of Jena under Dr. Rein. The third spent the year 
in studying leading schools in the United States. She took courses 
in the Chicago Kindergarten College, the Cook County Normal, 
and the Boston School of Sloyd. In addition she visited and 
reported upon the Oswego Normal, and the public schools of 
Chicago, Boston, Washington, Providence, Springfield (Mass.), 
and Brookline. These ten months' scholarships which were granted 
in 1894-95-96 brought to Indianapolis a general survey of educa- 
tional aims and ambitions of Germany and America. 

Since then quite as much stress has been laid on cultural 
scholarship as on the specific study of educational methods, and no 
one has had more than a five months' leave of absence for such 
study. Among the institutions selected for the beneficiaries are 
the following: Harvard University, Yale University, Columbia 
University, Chautauqua Summer School, Clark University, Hamp- 
ton Institute (Va.), Tomlin School of Music, Earlham College 
(Richmond, Ind.), Stout Training School (Menomonie, Wis.), 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute, and the universities of Indiana, 
Chicago, Wisconsin, Cornell, and Berkeley (Cal.). 

The Gregg Fund is the outcome of Iowa lands bequeathed to 
the school city of Indianapolis by a pioneer teacher, Mr. Thomas D. 
Gregg, who died in 1876. After making provisions for various 
heirs, the part of the will which pertains to the school bequest 
reads as follows : 

All the rest, residue and remainder of my estate, of every description, real, 
personal, and mixed, I give, devise, and bequeath to the city of Indianapolis, 
in the state of Indiana to be and remain a perpetual fund for the advancement 
and promotion of free schools in said city, hereby authorizing and directing 
the legal authorities of said city to invest said bequest in productive stocks, or 
put the same out on interest, and the income or interest thereon only to be 
expended annually for the benefit and advancement of said free schools. 
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This will left the school authorities absolutely unhampered 
concerning the use to which the money is to be put, aside from the 
general one of the "benefit of the free schools." 

The net returns of this bequest were $12,850, which were placed 
in the hands of Mr. George Merritt as trustee. Under his careful 
management the funds increased to $22,000 by 1894. At that 
time through the wise planning of Mr. Merritt, the Board of School 
Commissioners, Mr. L. H. Jones (Superintendent), and Miss 
Cropsey (Assistant Superintendent), arrangements were made to 
devote the interest of the fund in whole or in part to special training 
of teachers along lines most needed by the schools. The plan has 
worked admirably and great good has come to the schools by virtue 
of this modest bequest which has now accumulated to a sum of 
$37)5°°- Eight or ten teachers are annually benefited by the 
interest from this fund. While no one knows exactly what the 
gain has been to the children, 30,000 of them and more have 
through it become the lifelong heirs of Thomas D. Gregg. 



